The Saint Stephen Church Parish Bulletin

1344 White Oak Bottom Road,
Toms River, NJ, 08755
Reverend Volodymyr Popyk — Pastor of Parish

LITURGIES:
SATURDAY-5:00pm, SUNDAY- 9:00 am English; 10:30 am Ukrainian
Rectory Phone 732-505-6053, Fax 732-505-6295
Phone for ordering pyrohy 732-505-6293
Email : pastor@ststephenchurch.us
Website: www.ststephenchurch.us

Pastor’s cell: 609-372-7161

Circumcision of our Lord- St. Basil: Ep.: Col. 2, 8-12 * Go.: Luke 2, 20-21; 40-52 * Tropar of Circum cision

”

Saturday, December 31  “Saturday after Christmas

4:00pm + Lidia Muraschuk by Maria Onyszkewycz

Sunday, January 1 “Circumcision of our Lord — St. Basil” - HoBwun Pik. HanmeHyBaHHsa MHIX. Cs.Bacunis

9:00 am Blessing All Parishioners. Myrovania
10:00am PRAYING on the ROSARY for peace in Ukraine and the World
10:30am 3popos's PycnaHa, IsaHku, Codii, Bitn Kunuman i Imutpa XonowHiok Big, IBaHkn. MuposaHHsA

Monday, January 2 Day off.

Tuesday, January 3 9:00am 3a HaBepHeHHs1 Onbru Big, AHHK

Wednesday, January 4  9:00am + borgaHa OxoTcbkoro i Teogosis ®eanHa Big Mapii Oxotcekoi i Ocuna
Thursday, January 5 “Vigil of Theophany of the Lord”. 5:00pm Prayer to Holy Eucharist.
6:00pm Divine Liturgy.
Friday, January 6 “Epiphany of our Lord” — NoppaHcbke XpeweHHs CHIX.
9:30am Divine Liturgy and Jordan Blessing of the Water. MopaaHcbke ocBsueHHst Boau. Myrovania
Saturday, January 7 “ PizgBo XpuctoBe “ (3a cTapuM LomniaHCLKUM CTUNEM)
10:00am Pisassna Jlitypria (Ukr.). MupoBaHHs.

4:00pm 3a 340poB'A AHHM Bif AHHK

Sunday after Epiphany: Epistle: Eph. 4, 7-13* Gospe  |: Matthew 4, 12-17 * Tone 1. Page 112-113

Sunday, January 8 “Sunday after Epiphany”

9:00 am Blessing All Parishioners
10:00am PRAYING on the ROSARY for peace in Ukraine and the World
10:30am + Theodor Chech by Maria Ochotsky
12:00pm Presentation of modern Holy Martyrs of Ukrainian Catholic Church by Sr. Elizabeth (Vepruk)

+++++
Rectory Office Hours: _ Parishioners can contact Father at any time, especially in an emergency. Mondays — Day Off.

Church Membership : All Faithful are welcome to our Church. Ukrainian Catholics, Roman Catholics and Orthodox people can
pray with us. We would love to see at our Church non-Catholics and unaffiliated people. Everyone can come to Jesus and He
can give to all His Blessing and Salvation. Come and worship our Lord with us. If some of the visitors will feel that our Church is a
home of prayer and spiritual life, this person can become a Christian and member of our parish. We appreciate all contributions
for the Church to cover expenses of our Parish. You may use your envelopes.

Baptisms: All people can become Christians. That is the will of God. Children can become Christians through free will of the
parents. According to our Ukrainian-Byzantine custom we give Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion in one service.
For adults there is needed catechetical preparation. Please contact the Pastor and make an appointment.
First Penance and Solemn Holy Communion Every adult Baptized has to receive Penance at least once a year. Children
after the age of 8 have to receive First Penance and Holy Communion according to Church’s Law. Catechetical classes are
available in our parish. Please sign up your child for classes at least one year before the day of the event.

Confession _is available 30 min. before every Liturgy & other times by request of the Priest.

Marriages All couples contemplating marriage are required to attend counseling sessions. Please contact Father as soon as you
make plans to wed.

Anointing of the Home-bound _ Due to illness: If you are home-bound and would like Father to visit you, please call the office to
make sure your name is on the list. It is the family's responsibility to inform the pastor on time, especially of an emergency.

Funeral - Have your funeral director contact the rectory immediately after the death to make proper funeral arrangements.

Sanctuary Lamp - You can dedicate the Sanctuary Lamp in memory of a loved one or in honor/thanksgiving by using the special
offering envelope with the date you have chosen. Drop off the dedication and your donation of $20 into the Sunday collection
basket. Names needed.

Church Flowers - May be sponsored weekly. Parishioners can sponsor these flowers in memory of a loved one, or for any
occasion. When interested in sponsoring flowers, please call the rectory.

Liturgy request - Please make Divine Liturgy intentions for your loved ones. Weekdays are available to serve the Divine Liturgy.
The family has the choice to pick a time of service of the Divine Liturgy on week days.

Bingo information - Every Tuesday we have Bingo at our parish hall. The income of Bingo is helping us to cover our expenses of
the mortgage for the our new church.

Rosary society - Our Parish has a very spiritual group called the Rosary Society. The group keeps the will of the Holy Mother of
God to pray on the Rosary every day.

Religion _education-  To be educated in the religious life, our parish has Catechetical classes every Sunday for children at
10:00am. Teacher Sandy provides the classes of Catechism for Sundays.

On Saturdays at 12.30pm, Fr. Volodymyr provides Catechetical classes for second group of children. The religion classes for
adult parishioners and visitors, Fr. Volodymyr provides on Sundays, during “Coffee hour” time at 12:00pm in parish hall.

Ukrainian “NADIYA DANCE SCHOOL " — Ukrainian Dance classes provides choreographer Nadiya Lemega on every Thursday
at 6:30pm at our parish hall. All children are welcome! Please call the Rectory.

COLLECTION -$6,066; Building Fund $745 Thank You so much for generous Donations!

ek s ANNOUNCEMENTS *

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year: As Pastor of this wonderful parish, | want to thank you for the gift
you are to us. May your family share in the many blessings of Christ this Christmas. As we rejoice together may we
be keenly aware of our call to love God with all our hearts and to love one another. Love is the best Christmas gift
that we can give. During this season of giving, we ask you to consider a year-end, tax deductible gift to help us
maintain our new beautiful church. | thank you for your continued stewardship. My prayer for each of you is that
you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope and the peace of His love at Christmas time and always. May
choicest blessings be yours this Holy Christmas Day and may abundant graces enrich your days throughout the



coming year. Merry Christmas!

3 Haeo0u Pizdsa Xpucmosozo ma Hoeozo Poky, 8 OHi Halibinbwoi padocmu, npulivimb Aopozi MOEMY CEPUIO
napacgbisiHu, cepdeyHi nobaxkaHHs Becenux PizdesHux Cesam i Lljacnueoz2o Hoeoeo Poky. I3 Pizdeom Xpucmosum
ma Hosum Pokom eac simaio eid cebe ma ceoei ciM'il Xpucmoc Poxdaembcsa! Cnasime Hozo!

RENTING OF THE HALL : Our parish hall is available for renting. Six hours of rent will cost $800 for non-parishioners
and $700 for parishioners. For more information and to sign a rental agreement please call Father Volodymyr at
732-505-6053. NMpocumMo BUHAMMaATK Ha PEHT Hall 3as ANA Balwux Becenux noain!

COFFEE HOUR: We welcome all parishioners to participate in the Coffee Hour at our parish hall after all Liturgies on
Sundays. If you would like to offer cakes please contact Oksana Powzaniuk 732-255-6549. 3anpoLuyemMo BCix Ha
OPY>XHE CNiNkyBaHHA 3a YaLukoto rapsyoi kasu! 3anpoluyemo!

The Parish Outreach - MapagpisnbHa donomoeza dnsi koxHozo. In our Parish we have an independent group of
volunteers. The group, known as THE PARISH OUTREACH, has as its mission to provide assistance and/or
companionship for our parishioners who have a need of such. Offer includes providing transportation to/from our
church for services, visiting the home-bound, visiting those who are laid up in a hospital or rehab. Please contact
George Shevchuk 732-905-0507 or Olga or Gerry Tchir 732-364-6838 or outreach@ststephenchurch.us.

LUKONA YKPAIHCbKMX TAHUIB — “Nadiya Ukrainian Dance School” :

Mpun Hawin napadii gie wkona YKpaiHCbkUX TaHUiB Ana AiTen Ta monogdi. 3aHATTa BigbyBaTbCH WO
yeTBepra, 0 6.30 rog.sevopa. TaHuamMuM npoBaautb xopeorpad Hagis Jlemera. Mpocumo sanucyeaTu
CBOiX fiTe B knacu TaHuiB (732) 778-9367. CepaeyHo 3anpoLUyemo BCiX AiTein pisHoro Biky. Welcome!

CHARITABLE DONATIONS : If you are 70% or older and have an individual retirement account (IRA) from which you
must take a required minimum distribution, please consider making a qualified charitable contribution to St.
Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church. Since these IRA charitable rollover gifts do not need to be reported as taxable
income, they can provide a tax break for you and a benefit to our Church. To qualify for a tax benefit for 2016, all
IRA Rollover charitable donations must be made by Dec. 31*. Please consult your attorney or financial adviser
before proceeding.

“S CHOLARSHIP of ST. STEPHEN PARISH". A Scholarship of $500.00 from our Parish to high school
graduating students. To receive this, graduating students would have to visit our parish every Sunday
and be active in the parish at least 3 years before graduation.

PARISH UKRAINIAN SCHOOL : Parish Ukrainian School is open. The School Days are Saturdays from
9:00am to 12.30pm. The children will participate in this school and teacher Maria Ivanus leads these
classes. Children of all ages are invited. 3anpowyemo po YkpaiHcbkoi LLkonu Bcix giten pisHoro Biky!

FOR SPONSORS: Our parish is asking for donations to buy 8 new icons for our new church. We have space on the
walls on the left and right sides of the church. These icons will have the same size and style as other icons that are
in the church. New Icons we will buy in Greece for $3,000 plus $300 shipping. This time we have four sponsors that
can offer $2,500. We need extra $800. If you would like make a donation please contact father!

THANK YOU: Thank you very much Wladimir Kowaliwskyj for offer of $300 for church. Thank you so much Olga
Rabik for offer $1,000 for new Icons for Church. Thank you for All benefactors of our parish. May our Lord bless all
and grant all good health for many happy years! MHoras Jlita BCiM HalimM >xepTBOAaBUAM i pyHAaTopam!

Save a Day: On Sunday, January 29 at 12:00pm , we will have “PROSFORA-TMTPOC®OPY"” lunch in our parish.
We will have a presentation of “VERTEP” from Trenton, NJ. All parishioners and friends are welcome!

Presentation: On Sunday, January 8 at 12:00pm we will have presentation of Holy Icons of Holy Martyrs of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church (1941-1972). This presentation will be provided by Sr. Elizabeth (Vepruk) St. Basil
Order. All are welcome! 3anpoLuyemMo Ha npe3eHTauito ikoH i aBTobiorpadii bnaxenHnx Myuenunkis YKL,

Christmas Carols: We have an idea to sing carols by visiting homes of our parishioners. We are organizing a
group to go sing carols. If you would like to be visited by the carolers, please sign up on the form in the vestibule, or
contact Gerry Tchir for more information: 732-941-2503

Choir practicing: Every Sunday at 9:30am we have choir rehearsals. All choir members and all interested are
welcome. Our choir needs your support if you may have a talent to sing.

Meeting: On Wednesday, January 4 at 6:00pm the Fund-Raising Group will have a meeting for preparation of
“Prosfora”. All interested to help us with all preparations (and work at kitchen) are welcome!

Christmas Schedule — Pi3desiHa eidnpaea Ha Pizgeo XpucTtose 3a ctapum cTunem 6yae B cy6oTy, 7 CiuHs O
10:00 roauHi paHKy B YKpaiHCbKil MOBIi. 3anpollyemMo BCiX Ha CBATKyBaHHA PisgBa pasom i3 YkpaiHowo Ta
PoguHamu.

Theophany visits: Those who would like their home blessed after the feast of Theophany (MopaaHy) please
sign up with your name and address, and the Pastor will visit you by an appointment time.
XTo OGaxae nobnarocrnoButn cein [im nicns I7Iopp,aHy npoLly 3anucatucs Ha cnucok ans BiaeiguH OTuem
Bonogmmupom. Jluct crostume B nputBopi Llepksu. BigBiavHu npoBOAUTMMYTBCS MO Y3rOAXEHHI 4acy i3
rocriogapem gomy.

Christmas Bazaar (December): Gross Income $7,380; Expenses $2,179.67; Net Income(Pyrohy Account)
$5,200.33. Thank you very much all volunteers for helping us make pyrohy. skyto 3a gonomory! MHoras Jlita!

Cantor position: Our parish needs a good Cantor for full time position. Cantor has to know two languages: English
and Ukrainian. Cantor will serve Liturgies, Christmas, Lenten and Eastern services, funeral and other services.
If some one are interested, please contact Father Volodymyr. Hawa napadis notpebye nocrtiliHoro gsika. sk mae
BMIiTW YATaTW aHMMiACbKOI Ta YKPaAiHCLKO MOBaMu. 3auikaBrneHux Lieto npaueto (Cny>XiHHsM) NpoLLy 3rofocuTmcs
0o o. Bonogmmupa.

Circumcision was a religious rite among the Jews God made it a sign of His covenant with the Israelites. It was performed with
a ritual knife on boys on the eighth day after birth. At the same time a name was given. In the New Testament the obligation of
circumcision was abolished by the Church because it was a distinctive mark of the Old Testament.

The feast of the Circumcision is kept by the Church to commemorate the subjection of the Child Jesus to the Law of Moses. This
feast was introduced in the fourth century. The feast of St. Basil the Great also falls on the same day. St. Basil the Great was
archbishop of Cesarea and a Doctor of the Church. He is called Patriarch of the Eastern monks, for he composed the first rule for
them. The Western Orders adopted many monastic regulations from the rule of St. Basil.

St. Basil the Great edited the Divine Liturgy (Mass) which is sung ten times a year in the Ukrainian Rite. He was also a staunch
defender of the Catholic faith against the Arian heresy. He died on January 1, 379.

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS AND YOUR FAMILIES!

3 HOBUM POKOM BITAKO BCIX [TPUXOXAH TA BALLI POOAUHU! Xpucmoc Poxdaemscs! Crnasimo Hozo!



